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Derr Puul: 

In rsspaasa to your letter a b u t  guidelines for imeetigators working 
with infectious a g a t e  and innrtitutlomlmarritoring ccllpaittees, I wwld 
hopat thr Ammican Cunaar Wietgr cauld refar co a published set of guide- 
lines fnam N I H  rather thun adnH up with its em. 
sWilable  wid i e ,  now being ravircsd. 

Such u QcumQnt: is 

My ghnaral vi- is that  ACS lphould mepire wni to r i ag  by the institw 
tian spansoring reearrch inmluing @gents potentially basardous to ptmple, 
first i n  regard to pracedttr.e far h a d l i n g  the agisats, and sew&, for 
tasting t b  adsqwcy af t h e e  pmiwdurepi, I think it i a  possible to write 
down cwta in  procedural pxiaieiples. For QXIPPP~I: 1) pot~nEial ly  hawardous 
agants should be i n  cowred contafners at  a11 tlmas axcept when had led  
in appropriate hoods which can be4emnrmaiaatd; 2) a11 contaminated materials 
s b u l d  be auteclavad or orhatwise a te r i l imd)  3) XpoUth pipetting should be 
avoidedi 4) decmtminr t i sn  procdures should be available Ln case of 
rceidarrts; 5) the foxmation of aerosols ehould be minimized; 6) only approved 
personnel sheuld ume rmms witera agents a m  grown or proessssd. I n  regard 
to testing the ad?atguecy of pvecdures, in mw;sg instances periodic mwmure-  
mamt of antibody levele of &bor;rtory pareomel wwld be mast suitable. 

ObvliMtsly thase prinrrLplcr8 are net oolnplrta and as ffaedcated sarZicrr, 
I wwld haps w e  cion refer to on NIH d6CUPPQg;t which would be mre complete. 
Waver, I think it  iaoportant te artreas that generally we do not Isnow that  
m agent used i n  researah is hrarrdoue to people and t h t  the guidelines 
are intended to r&e the spread of sueh agents without requiring the veqr 
elaborate preaut ions  ncar%ded Lor prawn hmmn patbgans. 

With brat  regcrrde, 


